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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE ABU DHABI 3301 

FOR S/S-0 ONLY 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: XX, US 

SUBJECT: CURRENT FOREIGN RELATIONS 
REF: STATE 282272 

1 . ON OCCASION, WE HAVE FOUND CERTAIN ARTICLES IN CFR, 
ESPECIALLY ON ECONOMIC AND INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONAL 
AFFAIRS TO BE TOPICAL AND USEFUL FOR GENERAL BACKGROUND 
INFORMATION. HOWEVER, IN GENERAL WE BELIEVE CFR IS OF 
MARGINAL UTILITY AND TENDS TO HAVE FORCED ASPECT OF 
BEING SOMETHING THAT HAS TO BE PRODUCED EACH WEEK. MANY 
ITEMS, SUCH AS THAT ON RECENT VISIT OF SHAH ARE SO ANODYNE 
THERE WAS NOTHING IN CFR THAT HAS NOT APPEARED IN WIRELESS F IL E. 

2. IF CRF CONTINUES, WE SHOULD LIKE TO SUGGEST DIFFERENT 
FORMAT. ESSENTIALLY, IT WOULD BE AN IN-DEPTH DISCUSSION 

OF THE TWO OR THREE MOST IMPORTANT ISSUES THAT DEPARTMENT 
IS CONCERNED WITH AT A PARTICULAR TIME. IT WOULD NOT 
NECESSARILY HAVE TO BE DONE EACH WEEK BUT COULD APPEAR AT 
CIRCUMSTANCES WARRANT. THIS WOULD GIVE THE DEPARTMENT 
OFFICERS WHO HAVE TO WRITE THESE PIECES MORE TIME 
TO PRODUCE BETTER PRODUCT THAT WOULD BE BOTH MORE 
TOPICAL AND MORE ANALYTICAL. 
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